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Field DAY After Action Report
Jim Neff, WJ4M

It was a tri-club affair, San Antonio Radio
Club (SARC), Alamo Area Radio Organization
(AARO) and San Antonio Digital Radio Club
(SADRC). The action started late on Satur-
day due to a Shavano Park observance of
July 4 in the pavilion. Things were up and
running by 2 PM. So was the VEC testing
session. Shavano Park mayor Robert (Bob)
Werner was an early visitor among several
welcome guests. We had excellent youth
participation. I believe we had over 50 par-
ticipants. We ran 8 stations early on and so
reported to the ARRL, and to contacts, as 8A
South Texas, call W5SC. That is, 8 stations
running on generator or alternative power.
Operators represented all
ages and included at least
two YLs. One young Gen-
eral class operator, aged 12,
operated with his QRP rig
running 20 watts.

i |

The next meeting, June 9, 2026, will be
at 7 PM at Blanco BBQ, 13259 Blanco
Rd, San Antonio, TX 78216, (210) 251-
2602. Program includes Wouff-Hong, Hi-
ram Percy Maxim and ARRL history

July 2026

The club has several young, active operators.
The future of amateur radio is bright.
Bands were reasonably good and all 8 sta-
tions were busy making contacts wuntil
barbeque time when things slowed for the
main event. The SARC is a club that likes to
eat barbeque and has a radio habit.

By 7 PM the daytime crew had packed up
and the overnighters settled in for the even-
ing stretch. The 20- and 40-meter bands
stayed active most of the night. There was
even some 15-meter activity. Digital station
activity was light compared to last year.
Your editor worked CW and noticed that in-
terference didn’t really affect the CW recep-
tion as it did last year. Likely that had to do
with antenna placement.

club’s beam was up on the J
newly renovated trailer. e ’
There was also an R-7 verti- /
cal erected on a 10- or 15-
foot pole to provide an alter-
native to the beam. The CW
station used the REEL PO-
TAble long wire set up oppo-
site most of the active an-
tennas. Other stations used
a combination of dipoles,
verticals and long wires and even a Budipole
dipole. Stations operated both ends of the
long pavilion with the ones at the playground
end generally running off batteries.

Speaking of antennas, the e

Weather cooperated nicely. Although the
temperature was in the low 90s in the day-
time, the combination of a steady breeze and
the huge ceiling fans in the pavilion kept
things cool, almost cold overnight.
(Continued on page 6)
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Hello South Texas,

June, good times all around! BSidesSATX was fun and the fox hunt there was a big success. Field Day
2026 was excellent by every measure.

A big thank you to the members AARO, SADRC and everyone who came out over Field Day weekend!

The trailer looked good with new lumber and a yellow painted frame. The beam went up smoothly and
worked well. (It was tuned a bit high on 20 meters 14.5 MHz Note: make it longer next year.)

Australia was in the logs again. For the first time in over 30 years, the group worked every ARRL Sec-
tion!! Big thank you for getting the lowa and South Bay sections (POTA operators help fill the logs).

We had a solid copy of the ARRL FD CW bulletin this year for 100 bonus points.

Let's do it all again next year!

Paul Guido, N5IUT

Bexar Wire

Published monthly by: Paul Guido NSIUT

President, San Antonio Radio Club
Jimmie Neff, WJ4M

Editor
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ilneffir@sbcglobal.net

The due date for articles is the Monday before the first Thursday of the month
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San Antonio Radio Club

Meeting Minutes
7:00 PM June 11, 2026
Blanco BBQ, 13259 Blanco Rd., San Antonio, TX 78216

Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM//Pledge of Allegiance//Introductions

Presentations: Kelly Randal, WB5MZT — V-Band. Morse code virtual CW band from Ham Radio Solutions for practicing
sending and receiving CW without the need to have a license, radio, antenna. USB keyer for $25.
Additional presentation by Jon April about Field Day, 2026.

Approval of Minutes of the Last Meeting
There being no additions and one change (corrected entry that identified Jon April as the point of contact for
JOTA), the minutes were passed without objection by unanimous consent.

Officer Reports:
President — Paul Guido, N5IUT — Field Day, June 27-28, 2026. Some of the sales from donated equipment have
been earmarked for the club’s scholarship fund, per the donor’s request.

Vice President — Kelly Randal, WB5MZT — No report

Secretary — Jack Bannin, N5JLB — The minutes from club meetings can be found at the w5sc.org website, in the
Newsletters section.

Treasurer — Jon April, KISCSK —
e Completed setup of club’s bank account at RBFCU.
e Reviewed status of funds under club’s management.

Chairman of the Board Report — Bill Craft, KD2KIQ — Board approved motion to fund the purchase of equipment
for Harold Fleischer to build the go-box for the high-end HF radio donated to the club.

Web Site - Bill Craft, KD2HIQ
Activities for May Web Site-
a) Posted newsletters
b) Radio Fiesta - pages updated
c) Radio Fiesta Volunteer setup
2. Groups.io
a) Updated membership list
b) Updated calendar
3. Mail chimp- Meeting notice, Zoom Notice
4. Twitter
5. Facebook -Meeting notice


http://w5sc.org/
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Membership — Bill Craft, KD2HIQ As of 6/6/2026
Paid 144 New Members for 2026
Free / Mil 7 First Last Call
Family Members 15 James Cone KA5JMC
Free /RF 15 David Aldrich KISHRQ
Free /VE 18 Marc Pitman AK5W
ARRL Members 131 Thomas G. Flanagan NX5K
MaryAnn Horn N5MYN
Jason Scarlett
Brandon Graff KIJ5MBN
Jacob Costello
Daye Proffit
William (Bill) E. Fry Il KISMRB
Total Membership 209 Frank Miccolis KB1L

Notes:

Education and Training — Marvin “Marlo” Brown (KJ5BQV) & Travis Buhler (KISTXG): No report.

Emergency Communications — JC Smith — Bexar County ARES & RACES chair. Anyone with a technician license
can join ARES. Met Wednesday with the Fire Department, the organization that runs local disaster response, for
coordination and familiarization. Volunteers are needed in case of an activation to provide communication at
shelters that can be activated.

POTA: No report.

Fox Hunt — Steve Ortiz — KI5HIH — No report. Per Paul Guido, a fox hunt will be conducted at the BSidesSATX
event, June 13, 2026.

Newsletter Editor — Jimmie Neff — Newsletter distributed June 10, 2026. Contact Jimmy Neff if you want to
contribute an article for publication. Deadline is the Monday before the monthly meeting. A special Field Day
issue is planned for the week prior to the event.

Field Day — Jon April:

e Shavano Park, Saturday, 4" full weekend of June (June 27-28, 2026). Starts later than usual (at 2 PM)
due to a conflicting event at the venue.

e Volunteer signup is available at the club web site. Help needed to load up equipment for transport to
Shavano Park and to load/unload back at storage. A volunteer is needed to pick up BBQ and deliver to
site.

e Iron Operator opportunities are available: people who stay overnight with the equipment. At least
two are required for safety.

e Unlicensed visitors can get on the air with the club’s call sign.

e The new build of high-end donated radio equipment installed in a go-box by Harold Fleischer will be
in use.
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Finance and Review — No report.
JOTA — No report. Held in October each year.
Centennial Committee — Tom O’Brien AB5XZ — Memorabilia for the club’s centennial are available.

Radio Fiesta — Aubrey Mason
e Event went well.
e Abagwas found at the event (black with medication inside). If it’s yours, contact Aubrey via Group-
sl0. Some funds were refunded to the club because the gym wasn’t used this year.

VE Team — Benny Martinez, NU5P
SARC tests are at the Leon Valley library, unless otherwise noted.
6425 Evers Rd
Leon Valley, TX 78238

6/27/26, 2-4 PM, Field Day, 900 Saddletree Ct., Shavano Park, TX 78231
8/22/26,12-2 PM

10/24/26, 12-2 PM — At Leon Valley Fire Station

12/19/26, 12-2 PM

Silent Key Committee — Rodney Brown, AA5RB — Thank you to all the volunteers who helped move equipment
to Radio Fiesta, where we sold more than $5000 worth of equipment. We have an E-Tech City handheld radio
in need of charging and data cables for programming.

Executive — No report.
Election Committee — Paul Guido, N5IUT — No report. Elections will happen in November.

Scholarship Committee — Fundraiser tickets for sale, $25 each, to fund two $1000 scholarships through AARL.
Maximum tickets to be sold: 400. Drawing will be at the November 12, 2026 meeting @ 7 PM. Do not need to
be present to win. See Jon to purchase tickets.

Old Business (Motions carried over from previous meetings) — None.

New Business — None

Announcements

e Harold Fleischer — Phase 1 of go-box build completed. Two more phases planned for years 2 and 3.

e Richard Elder: Items available at Amazon: silicon work mat. Use caution when looking for e
an antenna for your handheld: Many of them are fakes that resemble legitimate prod-
ucts. This includes fake Nagoya antennas.

e  Mike KF5HSM, currently at VA hospital for rehab following fall resulting in a brain injury.

e CRHRC.org — Crossroads Ham Radio Club in El Campo, TX is available for your use.

Meeting Adjourned 8:51 PM.
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Field Day After Action

(Continued from page 1)
The single generator provided yeoman ser-
vice and interruptions for refueling were in-
frequent and frankly, welcomed breaks in
the action. The refueling intervals gave time
to get up and move around, get coffee, water
and/or snacks.

Early in the morning, before sunrise, Presi-
dent Paul Guido arrived, cheered on the crew

and then left to return with the traditional
breakfast tacos and coffee.

Thanks, and kudos to Jon
April, KISCSK who orga-
nized Field Day, made sure
everything happened safely
and kept the generator run-
nung. Official results and
scores are below. We did
pretty good.

Midnight Refill

2026 Field Day Entry — Confirmation (From ARRL via Paul Guido, N51UT)

Entry Update. You've successfully updated your Field Day entry, as well as uploaded all required docu-
mentation. A summary of your updated submission is provided below for your review, as well as e-mailed
to you. If you have any questions about your entry, please contact the Contest section atcon-

tests@arrl.org.

If you need to further update your entry, enter soapbox comments or upload photos of your Field Day
activities, please use the appropriate link below (also included in the e-mail sent to you).

Summary
Entry received at: 2026-06-30 04:03:05 UTC

Submitted by: Paul Guido, N5IUT  E-mail: radioteacher@gmail.com

Call Used: W5SC GOTA Station Call: (NONE)

ARRL/RAC Section: STX Class: 8A

Participants: 50 Club/Group Name: San Antonio Radio Club

Power Source(s): Generator, Battery, Solar
Power Multiplier: 2X

Preliminary Total Score: 3,008

O

Bonus Points:

Bonus Points Status

100% emergency power 800

Public location 100

Public information table 100

W1AW Field Day message 100 Documented by Copy of the 2026 FD CW Bulletin.txt
Natural power QSOs completed 100 File [IMG_4407.HEIC] previously uploaded

Site visit by invited elected official 100

Site visit by invited served agency 100

Educational activity 100

Youth participation (2 x 20, max of 100) 40

Safety officer 100 File [2026-06-29 09-30.pdf] previously uploaded

Social media 100


mailto:%20contests@arrl.org
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Entry submitted via web 50

Total bonus points 1,790

O

Score Summary - File [W5SC.dup] previously up-

loaded

W Digital Phone Total

Total QSOs 120 61 247

Total Points 240 122 247 609 Claimed Score =(QSO points x power mult)
=1,218

O

Band/Mode QSO Breakdown:

160m

80m

40m 60 100 31 100 57 100
20m 50 100 1 100 143 100
15m 10 100 11 100 47 100
10m 18 100

6m

2m

222

432

Other

Satellite

GOTA

Total 120 61 247
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Old Scribe Retires
By Bill Craft, KD2HIQ

Effective July 1, 2026 Dennis Kendricks, W5AVA is taking over as
the new Membership Chairman and Groups.io administrator. |
have been working as Membership Chairman since 2017 when |
took the reins from Thomas O’Brien, AB5XZ. Since then, | have
migrated the membership from using Yahoo Groups to
Groups.io. The membership was maintained in an excel spread-
sheet and Yahoo Groups used for communications to the mem-

Using Groups.io has allowed the club to share a calendar, a membership database, and a repository for
other club chairman’s files and club membership communications.

| have been doing this since 2017 and it’s now time for me to pass the reins over to Dennis, 5AVA who will
continue on with maintaining the Membership Database and managing Groups.io

So, after July 1, 2026 please send all membership and Groups.io requests to Dennis Kendricks:
drkendri@gmail.com  210-241-7232

Volunteer Examiners at Work

From Bennie Martinez, NU5P, VE Coordinator

Next Testing Session:

8/22/2026

Register at HamTest@w5sc.org

Other info at W5SC.org click “Getting Started” then “Testing.

Henry Morgan
Montalvo


mailto:hamtest@gmail.com
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Some Field Day Photos
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™M Groups.io

SARC has had a Groups.io. Its name is saradioclub.

If you haven'’t signed up for group.io, you should. Groups.io is our primary email messaging
method to all club members. It is FREE for all members.
Several members have asked where are the notices, schedules and codes for Zoom meetings?
1. The groups.io calendar has a schedule of Zoom meetings and access codes.
2. The calendar can be accessed directly from the club web site https://w5sc.org/events-
calendar/ NOTE: it is the same groups.io calendar.

The saradioclub Group.io is being used to publicize SARC business meetings. It can be used for other
things like promotion of VEC testing and classes. Members of the saradioclub Group.io can and have
asked each other technical questions or sought assistance.

The saradioclub Group.io is a closed group. To become a member, go to saradioclub.groups.io.
(You may need to have a Groups.io account.) You will then need to select Apply for membership
in this group. This generates a message. SARC members can expect approval to join the saradi-
oclub Group.io in probably less than 24 hours.

13
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Reminder: there are two active X (Twitter) accounts for the San Antonio Radio
Club. They are @SARadioClub and @ARadioFiesta.

The @SARadioClub is being used to publicize SARC meetings. It can be used for
other things like promotion of VEC testing and classes.

When work again commences the @ARadioFiesta will be used.

SARC members are encouraged to follow both Twitter accounts

SARC Facebook
There is a San Antonio Radio Club — SARC (@saradioclub) Facebook Page.

The newsletter editor is making posts about SARC meetings and other activ-
ities. Any Officer, Committee Chairperson, or member who believes that they
have information that should be posted to this page should contact the
newsletter editor using the contact information for the newsletter editor on
page 2 of this newsletter.

SARC members are encouraged to follow this Facebook Page.

SARC SLACK

©

There is a San Antonio Radio Club Slack team — w5sc.slack.com.

Slack teams are meant to foster communication between team members. Paul Guido, N5IUT,
has established the wS5sc.slack.com team for SARC. He has also established some channels.
Think of the channels as topical areas.

To join send an email to Paul Guido, NSIUT, at radioteacher@gmail.com. In actuality, any team
member already a part of the wSsc.slack.com can invite
you, but Paul is known to be on it.

14
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Radio Fiesta 2027 :
Radio Fiesta 2026 was a great success. Fleld Day 2026

Thanks to all the volunteers who made it Field Day is over for this year. Before you know
possible! it, it will be time for FD-27. It will be at Shavano

Park government area, close to the intersection
Soon the planning will start for Radio Fi- 9

of Military Highway and DeZavala road.
esta 2027. We hope to make it bigger and
better

SARC has a website:

Amateur Radio
. w5sc.org
License Classes
For more information, check Webmaster: Bill Craft KD2HIQ
the club web page, W5SC.org Billc851@gmail.com

15
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SARC Meeting Dates
for 2025
January 8, 2026

February 12, 2026
March 12, 2026

April 9, 2026

May 14, 2026

33@991121022%26 License Testing

August 13, 2026 Dates for 2026

September 10, 2026

October 8, 2026 SARC does all of its licensing testing as a part

November 12, 2026 of ARRL Volunteer Examiner Coordinator

December — No meeting (VEC) or- ganization so all of the Volunteer
Examiners in SARC are duly authorized Vol-

Meetings are normally held at Blanco BBQ, T e B 6F AR s VEE

13259 Blanco Rd, San Antonio, TX 78216
at 7:00 p. m. Room is available at 6:00 p.
m. for supper

Register at HamTest@w5sc.org

Other info at W5SC.org click “Getting
Started” then “Testing.” If not other-
wise noted, testing site is Leon Valley Li-
brary, 6425 Evers Rd, Leon Valley, TX
78238

Remaining for 2026

August 22, 2026 from 12-2 PM
10/24/26, 12-2 PM — At Leon Valley Fire
Station

12/19/26, 12-2 PM

Emergency Communications

If you are interested in emergency communications, contact:

JC Smith, N5RXS
ARES Bexar County EC
210-522-6167

16


mailto:hamtest@gmail.com

