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MBITX 

 

 
Richard Elder, WB5AXN, making his presentation 
at the July 12, 2018, General Membership Meeting 

on the MBITX QRP Transceiver 
 

Our last meeting at Grady’s Barbeque, 327 

E. Nakoma Dr., San Antonio, TX 78216 at 

7:00 p. m. on Thursday, July 12, 2018, fea-
tured a presentation by Richard Elder, 

WB5ACN, on MBITX (Micro BITX). Previ-

ously, Richard WB5AXN had done a 

presentation on BITX40. BITX40 was a low-

cost ham radio card from India that oper-

ated on 40M voice. You had to add a power 
supply, case, and a few other outboard 

items, but the BITX40 card was a com 

pleted ham radio. MBITX is an outgrowth of 

  

 

that concept and also comes from India. It 

is about twice as expensive, but it covers 

voice from 80M through 10M and includes 

a CW keyer. Like the BITX40, the MBITX is 

all on one card. It includes a Raduino, 

which is an Arduino Nano with a Si5351 
clock generator and a 16x2 LCD display. 

Again, like the BITX40, you need to add a 

power supply, case, and a few other out-

board items. Both the BITX40 and MBITX 

are low power transmitters, but the soft-
ware and a few hardware components can 

be modified to get some more transmission 

power. The MBITX is open source when it 

comes to software so there are numerous 

individuals in the user community making 

modifications. 
 

After Richard WB5ACN completed his 

presentation, he was thanked by Mike Har-

rison, KD5KST, on behalf of all members 

present. The President then presented him 
with a Program Certificate of Appreciation. 
 

 
Richard Elder, WB5ACN, receiving a Program Cer-
tificate of Appreciation from Harold Fleischer, 
AE5AS, President of the San Antonio Radio Club 
 
Continued on Page 6 

 

System Fusion Digital Radio 
 

Our next club meeting will be at 7:00 p. 

m. (1900) on Thursday, August 9, 2018, 

at Grady’s Barbeque, 327 E. Nakoma 
Dr., San Antonio, TX 78216. The pro-

gram will be presented by Rosendo Guz-

man, N5YBG, on System Fusion Digital 

Radio. 
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SAN ANTONIO RADIO CLUB 

PRESIDENT’S RADIOGRAM 
 
NUMBER PRECEDENCE HX STATION OF ORIGIN CHECK PLACE OF ORIGIN TIME FILED DATE 

 8 R  AE5AS  San Antonio, TX  August 
TO  

 W5SC 
Things kind of slow down in the San Antonio Radio Club after Field Day. It is partly exhaustion, but the 
typical hot, sunny summer weather of San Antonio contributes to it. 
 
Notwithstanding, the slow down, SARC has not stopped. Mike Harrison, KB5KST, lined up a good 
presentation for the July 12, 2018 meeting with Richard Elder, WB5ACN, on MBITX, and has also lined 
up a good presentation for the August 9, 2018 meeting with Rosendo Guzman, N5YBG, on System Fu-
sion Digital Radio. Mike KB5KST just keeps chugging along on programs while in the background he has 
JOTA on the horizon. Similarly, David Finell, N7LRY, is working on a Technician Class. Bob Rodriguez, 
K5AUW, and David N7LRY will be teaching it on Saturday, August 11, 2018, and Saturday, August 18, 
2018 at a new location for SARC. See the article on the Technician Class in this newsletter for details. 
Pat Knight, AD5BR, and the VEs keep working as well. She and the VEs will do the testing during the last 
two hours of the Technician Class on Saturday, August 18, 2018. They will follow up with a regular test 
session at the Great Northwest Library on Saturday, August 25, 2018. See the article on VE testing in this 
newsletter for details. Additionally, JC Smith, N5RXS, is working on Radio Fiesta. He recently emailed the 
Board of Directors about what he is doing to get a major amateur radio equipment vendor at Radio Fiesta. 
He is hustling for all of us. Finally, the Centennial Committee led by Tom O’Brien is continuing to work on 
that. Bill Craft, KD2HIQ, is keeping the website w5wc.org up to date. He just publicized the Technician 
Class on the website, Facebook, Twitter, and SLACK. Bob Thompson, K5RWT, is putting out this news-
letter. 
 
Like I said at the beginning, SARC may have slowed down, but SARC is not stopped. 
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San Antonio Radio Club 

Meeting Minutes 
July 12, 2018 

 
Harold Fleischer, AE5AS, President, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p. m. at Grady’s BAR-B-Q, 327 E. 
Nakoma Dr., San Antonio, TX 78216. There were 19 members and 5 guests in attendance. (Fourteen ate 
at Grady’s BBQ before the meeting.) 
 
Harold Fleischer, AE5AS, then introduced himself as Harold AE5AS and then in accordance with SARC 
custom asked everyone else to introduce themselves. 
 
Harold Fleischer, AE5AS, then reviewed the printed agenda for meeting with the members present and 
asked if there were any modifications. There being no modifications suggested, Harold Fleischer AE5AS 
announced the printed agenda as orders for the meeting by without objection by unanimous consent. 
 
Harold Fleischer, AE5AS, then stated that whereas the minutes for the last meeting on June 14, 2018 had 
been distributed in the July 2018 Bexar Wire newsletter that unless there were corrections or objections 
that we would dispense with the reading of the minutes and approve them as written without objection by 
unanimous consent. 
 
Officer Reports: 

President 
Bob Rodriguez, K5AUW, was presented with a President’s Certificate of Achievement for his long 

service as Chairperson, Education and Training Committee. 
Vice President – Future Program: The program in August 2018 will be on System Fusion Digital Ra-

dio by Rosendo Guzman, N5YBG. 
Secretary – Archiving is done. 

He is giving copies to Bill Craft, KD2HIQ, webmaster, and Tom O’Brien, AD5XZ, Chairperson, 
Centennial Commemoration Committee to use as needed. They are additional backups. 

Treasurer – Financial Report was distributed by the Treasurer and briefly discussed. 
 He got a letter with our voided $100 check back from the City of Shavano Park. 
 He would like all final receipts for Field Day 2018. 
Newsletter Editor - The July 2018 Bexar Wire newsletter was sent to Tom O’Brien, AB5ZX, and Bill 

Craft, KD2HIQ, on July 9, 2018 for emailing to membership. 
The July 2018 Bexar Wire newsletter uploaded to the website on Monday, July 9, 2018, and Tom 

O’Brien, AB5ZX, sent out a link on July 11, 2018 to members with a meeting reminder. 
Webmaster – Bill Craft, KD2HIQ, reported; 

• Cookie and Policy statement now active on website. 

• Made multiple posts and tweets for Field Day 2018. 

• Added Field Day 2018 pictures from Bob Thompson, K5RWT, Harold Fleischer, AE5AS, and 
David Castillo, K5NUN. 

• Added repeater book page. 

• There were 768 sessions on the website in June 2018, which is 75% up. Traffic seems to be 
picking up concerning Field Day 2018. 

 
Chairman of the Board Report –Bob Rodriguez, K5AUW – No report. 
 
Committee Reports 

Education and Training – David Finell, N7LRY, is working with Bob Rodriquez, K5AUW, to get his up-
dated slides for the Technician Class. He is planning on starting the Technician Class in late 
August 2018. 

Emergency Communications Report – J C Smith, N5RXS, reported that for now, things are quiet with 
ARES - no local activities planned other than the Tuesday evening nets, 8:30 pm, 147.180 +, 
tone 103.5. 
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An ARES forum will be held at Austin Summerfest on Saturday, August 4. They haven't 
posted session times, should be on their website soon. 

Executive – No meetings since last month. 
Field Day – Joe Bruno, W5AUQ, Chairperson: 

• He first stated what he thought well. 
o Planning 
o Execution 
o Participation although younger hams are needed 

• He then reviewed some lessons he learned. 

• He then asked for lessons learned by members at Field Day 2018. 
o Pete Shavney, WA3OVH, said that Field Day needed more young people. 
o David Finell, N7LRY, suggested incentives like scholarship for young people. 
o Richard Elder, WB5ACN, said the bands were real tough although 15M opened up in 

the evening to the Pacific. 
o Tom O-Brien, AD5XZ, said that the filters worked. 
o Lloyd Swartz, KF5ZHW, said that we needed a common group and he felt that the 

filters picked up other stations on the same band. 
o Paul Guido, N5IUT, said he went to Field Day in Virginia. 

▪ That club got donations of bug spray and food, 
▪ That club also had donation signs. 
▪ That club did not have RF traps. 
▪ Our tent was bought in 2005. 

• He announced that he knows need work: 
o Beam Antenna Tower Repair. 
o Patch Panel change to wooden panel. 
o Air Cannon testing to ensure no air leaks. 
o Load testing of generators. He is looking at using a generator stress test offered by 

Northern Too. 
Jeff Boyes, ND8B, gave a brief report on how we scored 1,506 points in the ARRL contest part of 

Field Day 2018. 
The President then presented Iron Radio Operator Certificates to Jeff Boyes, N8DB, Joe Bruno, 

W5AUQ, and Rosendo Guzman, N5YBG, followed by Field Day Star Certificates to Joe 
Bruno, W5AUQ, Jack Bannin, N5JIB, Jeff Boyes, N8DB, Joe Bruno, W5AUQ, Bill Craft, 
KD2HIQ, Richard Elder, WB5ACN, Paul Guido, N5IUT, Mike Harrison, KB5KST, Rosendo 
Guzman, N5YBG, Rich Roudebush, N5DCA, and Lloyd Swartz, KF5ZHW. Field Day Star 
Certificates to Jon Arbogast, KG5YAR, Tony Jaramillo, KG5TPQ, were announced, but not 
presented since they were not at the meeting. 

Finance and Review – Paul Guido, N5IUT, has not yet started. 
JOTA – Mike Harrison, KB5KST, went two weeks ago to a Scouting meeting, and he is going to the 

August roundtable. 
Membership – Tom O’Brien, AB5XZ, is out of town. Membership is 99 with 90 paid members and 9 

free members. 
He circulated a copy of the membership list for verification of data purposes through the room by 

members. 
It was announced that the membership list is for internal use only. 

Nominating - inactive 
Radio Fiesta – no report. 
VEC – The VEs had seven candidates at the June 23, 2018 test session. Five earned Technician, 

one earned both Technician and General, and one earned an upgrade from Technician to 
General. 

The next test session will be held at 10:00 a. m. on August 25, 2018, at the Great Northwest Li-
brary. 

The question pool for the Technician exam changed on July 1, 2018, so everyone who is now 
studying for the Tech exam needs to ensure they are studying the current question pool. 
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Centennial Commemoration (Temporary) - Tom O’Brien, AB5XZ, reported that the Centennial Com-
memoration Committee met on Monday, July 9, 2018. The following decisions were made: 

• The Centennial Logo proposed by David Finell, N7LRY, was adopted. 

• A black and white version of the logo will be made into a stamp to be used on the QSO 
cards. 

• The logo patch will be 3”, the logo coin will be about 2’, and the logo pin will be 1”. Mem-
bers may use the logo patch to make hats and shirts with the colors that they desire. 

• SARC will work with SAMSAT to hold over the air events from 9 am to 10 pm on a Satur-
day in Feb, May, Aug, and Nov. One transmitter with the 10M/15M/20M beam antenna. 

• It was agreed that a 3’ x 8’ banner with stand would be made featuring the club logo, the 
centennial logo, and a minimum amount of verbiage like San Antonio Radio Club, Cen-
tennial, 1919-2019, and www.w5sc.org. 

• History research is still going on with Eric Harris searching QST. Paul Guido has pictures 
of various historical photographs and certificates as well. 

CW Training (Temporary) – Joe Bruno, W5AUQ, reported that he has had problems getting this go-
ing. He asked members who are really interested in this to get with him. 

Tailgate Swap Meet Committee (Temporary) – Richard Elder, WB5ACN, reported that there will be no 
more tailgate swap meets with Hangar 18 Surplus because they are moving to Bulverde. 

Since the Tailgate Swap Meet Committee no longer has a purpose, the President thanked Rich-
ard WB5ACN for his work and officially disbanded this temporary committee. 

 
Old Business - None 
 
New Business - None 
 
Announcements For The Good of Amateur Radio 

Lloyd Swartz KF5ZHW, talked about the mesh radio system used in the rescue mission for the soccer 
team in the Thai cave. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:03 p. m. 
 
Eric Harris, KG5SZV 
Secretary 
 

 

 

http://www.w5sc.org/
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MBITX (Continued from Page 1) 

 
Members on the right side of the meeting room just be-
fore the meeting started 

 
The first report was by the President. It was 

brief. It consisted of the presentation of a 

President’s Certificate of Appreciation ton 

Bob Rodriguez, K5AUW, for his many years 

of service as SARC’s Chairperson of the Ed-

ucation and Training Committee. He has 
led many Technician, General, and Ama-

teur Extra Classes in San Antonio. There is 

no telling how many people have received 

their ham license or an upgrade to their li-

cense because of Bob K5AUW. 
 

 
Bob Rodriguez, K5AUW, receiving a President’s 

Certificate of Appreciation for his lengthy service 
as Chairperson, Education and Training Committee 
from Harold Fleischer, AE5AS, President of the San 
Antonio Radio Club 
 
Officer and Committee reports were gener-

ally routine and are shown in the minutes 

starting on Page 3 except for the Field Day 

and Tailgate Swap Meet Committee reports. 

 
Joe Bruno, W5AUQ, Chairperson, Field Day 

Committee gave his view on the strengths 

and weaknesses of Field Day 2018. He then 

asked for member input (see minutes) and 

noted what equipment repairs, changes,  

and testing would be done. Jeff Boyes,  

 
Members on the left side of the meeting room just be-
fore the meeting started 

 

ND8B, who had been the computer guru for 

Field Day 2018, then reported what out 

point score was that had been submitted to 
ARRL. It was down over last year, and a  

 

 

major contributing cause was the poor at-

mospheric conditions during most of Field 

Day 2018.  
 

The President then presented several Iron 

Radio Operator and Field Day Star Certifi-

cates (see separate article). 

 
In the Tailgate Swap Meet Committee re-

port, Richard Elder, WB5ACN, reported that 

Hanger 18 Surplus, the current sponsor 

was moving to Bulverde by the end of July 

2018, so the tailgate swap meets were over. 

The President thanked Richard WB5ACN 
and then disbanded this temporary com-

mittee. 

 

 
Joe Bruno, W5AUQ, Chairperson, Field Day Com-
mittee, making his lessons learned report for Field 
Day 2018 
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Field Day 2018 Recognition 
 
There were a number of SARC members who made important contributions to the success of 

Field Day 2018. They were placed into two groups: Iron Radio Operators and Field Day Stars. 
Iron Radio Operators are members who stay all night and keep operating. They take advantage 

of the changed transmission conditions and often make a lot of contacts. More importantly 

from a Field Day administration point of view, the Iron Radio Operators secure the site 

overnight. Without Iron Radio Operators, SARC would not be able to set up all the antennas 

and radios and leave them overnight. The Field Day Stars drew attention to themselves in 

various ways either before or during Field Day 2018. Members who help when it comes to 
preparatory work are very important. Those members who show up for the less glamourous 

work of loading, unloading, setting up, and tearing down are important to the overall success 

as those who actually make radio contacts. This article highlights the Iron Radio Operators and 

Field Day Stars of Field Day 2018. 
 

 
The Iron Radio Operators (L to R): Jeff Boyes, ND8B, 
Rosendo Guzman, N5YBG, and Joe Bruno, W5AUQ 

 

 
Rosendo Guzman, N5YBG, being presented an Iron 
Radio Operator Certificate for Field Day 2018 by Harold 
Fleischer, AE5AS, President, San Antonio Radio Club 

 

 
Jack Bannin, N5JIB, being presented a Field Day Star 
Certificate for Field Day 2018 by Harold Fleischer, 
AE5AS, President, San Antonio Radio Club 

 
Jeff Boyes, ND8B, being presented an Iron Radio 
Operator Certificate for Field Day 2018 by Harold 
Fleischer, AE5AS, President, San Antonio Radio Club 
 

 
Joe Bruno, W5AUQ, being presented an Iron Radio 
Operator Certificate for Field Day 2018 by Harold 
Fleischer, AE5AS, President, San Antonio Radio Club 

 

 
Jeff Boyes, ND8B, being presented a Field Day Star 
Certificate for Field Day 2018 by Harold Fleischer, 
AE5AS, President, San Antonio Radio Club 
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Bill Craft, KD2HIQ, being presented a Field Day Star 
Certificate for Field Day 2018 by Harold Fleischer, 
AE5AS, President, San Antonio Radio Club 

 

 
Paul Guido, N5IUT, being presented a Field Day Star 
Certificate for Field Day 2018 by Harold Fleischer, 
AE5AS, President, San Antonio Radio Club 

 

 
Mike Harrison, KB5KST, being presented a Field Day 
Star Certificate for Field Day 2018 by Harold Fleischer, 
AE5AS, President, San Antonio Radio Club 

 

 
Lloyd Swartz, KF5ZHW, being presented a Field Day Star 
Certificate for Field Day 2018 by Harold Fleischer, 
AE5AS, President, San Antonio Radio Club 

 

 
Richard Elder, WB5ACN, being presented a Field Day 
Star Certificate for Field Day 2018 by Harold Fleischer, 
AE5AS, President, San Antonio Radio Club 

 

 
Rosendo Guzman, N5YBG, being presented a Field Day 
Star Certificate for Field Day 2018 by Harold Fleischer, 
AE5AS, President, San Antonio Radio Club 

 

 
Rich Roudebush, N4DCA, being presented a Field Day 
Star Certificate for Field Day 2018 by Harold Fleischer, 
AE5AS, President, San Antonio Radio Club 

 
Not pictured: Joe Bruno, W5AUQ (camera 

problem), Jon Arbogast, KG5YAR (not 
present), and Tony Jaramillo, KG5TPQ (not 

present). 
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uBITX Presentation 

uBitx Presentation slides are available on-line at w5sc.org>Links>Presentations 
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San Antonio Digital Repeaters 

 

442.750 — Fusion 

443.2 — Fusion (Texas Nexus full time) 

444.6625 — Fusion 

441.7625 — MMDVM: DMR & D-Star (In-

formation: Here) 

442.575 — MMDVM: DMR/Fusion/D-Star 

(online, but in testing: Dashboard here) 

441.625 — MMDVM: D-Star (Information: 

HERE) 

 

441.375 — Fusion (by airport) 

145.25 — Fusion 

145.35 — Fusion AMS 

443.025 — Fusion AMS 

444.85 — Fusion 

147.32 — MMDVM: DMR/D-Star/Fusion 

145.79 — MMDVM: DMR/Fusion Simplex 

node (Near Seaworld) 
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Technician Class 
 

SARC will be holding a Technician Class in August. Key 
details: 
 
Dates: Saturday, August 11, 2018 and Saturday, Au-

gust 18, 2018 
Time: 9 am to 5 pm 
Location: Community Room 
 Mays Family YMCA at Potranco 
 8765 Hwy 151 Access Road 
 San Antonio, TX 76245 

 
Volunteer Examiners will conduct the Technician Class 
License Test starting at 3 pm on Saturday, August 18, 
2018. 
 
The classroom will hold 16 students. Walk-ins accepted, 
but students who confirm attendance ahead of time get 
priority. Contact David Finell, N7LRY, on 210-595-7118 or 
210-383-2408 to reserve a seat. 
 
The basis for the Technician Class will be the 2018-2022 
Technician Class which lists for $24.95.:(Amazon has it 
for $21.58.) Be careful to get the correct book as this one 
just came out July 1, 2018. 
 
The instructors will be Bob Rodriguez, K5AUW, and Da-
vid Finell, N7LRY. 

. 
 

 

 

 

Next License Test on Saturday, August 25, 2018 

 

Pat Knight, AD5BR, Chairperson, Volunteer Examination Committee, and sev-

eral the members of that committee will be conducting amateur radio license 

examines on Saturday, August 25, 2018. The test session will start at 10:00 a. 

m. at the Great Northwest Library. This test session is open to the public alt-

hough pre-registration is encouraged. There is a $15 FCC authorized fee. 
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Yahoo Groups 
 

SARC has had a Yahoo Group for a number of years now. Its name is W5SC. 

 

W5SC is being used to publicize SARC business meetings. It can be used for other 

things like promotion of VEC testing and classes. Members of the W5SC Yahoo 

Group can and have asked each other technical questions or sought assistance. 
 

W5SC is a closed group. To become a member, go to groups.yahoo.com. (You may need to have 

a Yahoo account.) This will take you to a website where your groups, if any, are shown with a 

Search Group box at the top. Enter W5SC. This will take you to the search results page with 

W5SC on it. Select W5SC to go to the W5SC Yahoo Group. You will then need to select + Join 

Group. This generates a message. SARC members can expect approval to join the W5SC in 
probably less than 24 hours. 

 

SARC Tweets 
 

Reminder: there are two active Twitter accounts for the San Antonio Radio 

Club. They are @SARadioClub and @ARadioFiesta. 

 
The @SARadioClub is being used to publicize SARC meetings. It can be used 

for other things like promotion of VEC testing and classes. 

 

As Radio Fiesta 2017 work has commenced, the @ARadioFiesta is being used again for the 

January 14, 2017 Radio Fiesta. 

 
SARC members are encouraged to follow both Twitter accounts. 

 

SARC Facebook 
 

There is a San Antonio Radio Club – SARC (@saradioclub) Facebook Page. 

 

The newsletter editor is making posts about SARC meetings and other ac-
tivities. Any Officer, Committee Chairperson, or member who believes that 

they have information that should be posted to this page should contact 

the newsletter editor using the contact information for the newsletter edi-

tor on page 2 of this newsletter. 

 

SARC members are encouraged to follow this Facebook Page. 
 

SARC SLACK 
 

There is a San Antonio Radio Club Slack team – w5sc.slack.com. 

 

Slack teams are meant to foster communication between team members. 

Paul Guido, N5IUT, has established the w5sc.slack.com team for SARC. 
He has also established some channels. Think of the channels as topical 

areas. 

 

To join send an email to Paul Guido, N5IUT, at radioteacher@gmail.com. In actuality, any team 

member already a part of the w5sc.slack.com can invite you, but Paul is known to be on it.  

http://www.dyrt.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/new-twitter-logo.jpg
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JOTA 
 

Boy Scout Jamboree On The Air 
 
This year’s date is Oct 20, 2018. The plan 
is to again hold it at the Texas Transporta-
tion Museum. 
For more information, contact: 
Gary (Mike) Harrison, KB5KST 
 

Amateur Radio 
License Classes 

 
A Technician Class with Exam is set for the 
August 11 & 18, 2018,  9am to 5pm at the 
Community Room of the Mays Family 
YMCA at Potranco, 8765 Hwy 151 Access 

Road, San Antonio, TX 78245 
 

License Testing Dates 
for 2018 

 
August 25, 2018 
October 27, 2018 
January 12, 2019 
February 23, 2019 
April 27, 2019 
June 22, 2019 
 
Times and locations along with required 
document information can be found on 
SARC’s website. 
 
SARC does all its licensing testing as a part 
of ARRL Volunteer Examiner Coordinator 
(VEC) organization so all the Volunteer Ex-
aminers in SARC are duly authorized Vol-
unteer Examiners of ARRL’s VEC. 

Field Day 2019 
 
Setup: Friday, June 21, 2019 
Operations: Saturday, June 22, 2019 
& Sunday, June 23, 2019 
 

Where SARC proves they are an 
eating group with a radio problem. 

 
More information to follow, but hold these 
dates. 
 

SARC has a website: 
 
w5sc.org 
 
Webmaster: Bill Craft KD2HIQ 

  Billc851@gmail.com 

  210-233-8863 

SARC Meeting Dates 
for next 12 Months 

 
August 9, 2018 
September 13, 2018 
October 11, 2018 
November 8, 2018 
December (None) 
January 10, 2019 
February 14, 2019 
March 14, 2019 
April 11, 2019 
May 9,2019 
June 13, 2019 
July 11,2019 
Meetings are held at Grady’s Barbeque, 
327 E. Nakoma Dr., San Antonio, TX 
78216 at 7:00 p. m. 
 
Come early and eat with other members 
coming early. 

Radio Fiesta 2019 

January 12, 2019 
Schertz Civic Center 

See newsletter article for more information 

Emergency 
Communications 

 
If you are interested in emergency commu-
nications, contact: 
JC Smith N5RXS 


